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CONVOCATION ADDRESS AT GUJARAT VIDYAPITH
I am delighted beyond measure to know of the part you
have played in the great struggle. The Bihar Vidyapith and
Kashi Vidyapith also distinguished themselves in a like man-
ner. When the history of the fight comes to be written, the
contribution of our Vidyapith to the struggle will occupy a large
space in it. Even the world will be proud of your glorious
record. When in jail I read something about the students and
the teachers of the Vidyapith, I naturally drew a comparison
between Government educational institutions and the national
ones, and I felt that our programme for boycott of Government
educational institutions had more than justified itself. When I
say this, I do not lose sight of the fact that Government schools
and colleges are still full of students. There is also the more
painful fact that students are so eager to go to those institu-
tions that they do not hesitate to sign the most abject apologies
and to pay fines to get admission to them. I have known circu-
lars by heads or directors of the educational department that
those who may have directly or indirectly taken part in the
struggle or who may have gone to jail may not be readmitted
until after the previous sanction of these heads. What is one to
say of those students and of those directors of education ? I won-
der if you know anything about the Government's attitude with
regard to the Hindu University. It would have lost its grant,
but for the fearlessness and the readiness for sacrifice of Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviyaji. But even if the grant had been for-
feited, Malaviyaji would not have shed a single tear. He was
determined that the University should rather go without the
grant than that any teacher or student who served the country
be penalized for his service.
Let the proud record of the Vidyapith fill the snaiakas and
dikshitas with pride that they are the alumni of no less an insti-
tution than the Gujarat Vidyapith. Let them not feel that they
had joined the institution through sheer helplessness. Let them
not be depressed by the thought that they are a handful
Though a handful they are like the ocean, and though the stu-
dents of Government institutions resemble by their numbers the
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